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If it be important to study natural theology and
avail ourselves of such guidance as it may afford, it
is important also frankly to recognise what it fails to
do. With regard to the subject last before us, it
can but leave the mind in the condition of a field
ploughed and harrowed, ready to receive the seed of
a better hope, if such there can be found.

What I have just been saying as to the limitation
of the power of natural theology to guide us into
truth leads me to refer to a subject on which I can
say but little, notwithstanding its vast importance in
itself, because I feel myself hemmed in, on the one
hand by my own convictions, on the other by the
restrictions contained in the Will of the Founder.
I have spoken of aspirations, which even by natural
theology we are led to entertain, after a condition in
which there shall no longer be that imperfection
which besets us here in obedience to what is right.
But where is such a state to be found? Does
death make an end of a man; and if not, may it be
possible to attain to such a condition in some future
state of existence ?

Is there any such future state of existence?
What is the evidence of it ? Can we make out any-
thing about it ? Important and intensely interesting
as these questions are, natural theology can give but
a faltering and uncertain reply. Among the philo-
sophers of old there were some who looked with